Making Funeral Arrangements Independently After an American Dies in Thailand
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1. If the American passes away in the hospital, the hospital will hold the decedent’s remains until they receive an
authorization letter from U.S. Embassy Bangkok’s American Citizen Services (ACS). If the American passes away outside
of the hospital, please call the police station to file a report. d1yaaadaydadAudailialulsewenuia Tsoneuaaviu
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2. Contact U.S. Embassy Bangkok’s American Citizen Services (ACS) Unit (tel: 02-205-4049) to notify us of the death.
ACS will identify next-of-kin and, per the instructions of the next-of-kin, provide an authorization letter that will facilitate the
release of the decedent’s remains. The authorization letter should be collected from the ACS Unit. &asadauinng
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3. The authorization letter will contain a list of several documents that will need to be collected from various Thai
government offices before the decedent’s remains will be released by Thai authorities.

At the police station, collect the police log/report; the deceased’s passport; and personal effects (if any). At the institution
holding the body (e.g., Forensic Institute, hospital or morgue), you will need to collect a document that specifies the cause
of death; this will ultimately be submitted to Thai civil authorities, as it will become the basis for the Thai death certificate.
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4. At this point, inquire whether the institution holding the body (e.g., Forensic Institute, hospital or morgue) will agree to
release the remains. If the institution holding the body is amenable, collect the remains and then visit the Local
Registration Office—i.e., of the locality in which the death took place—to apply for the Thai death certificate. If the
institution holding the body first requires the death certificate before it will release the remains, proceed to the Local
Registration Office; procure the Thai death certificate; and then submit the death certificate to the institution holding the
body in order to secure the release of the remains. More likely than not, the institution holding the body will require the
death certificate before it will agree to release the remains. &auanduagaiiufifinininazauanaliiirawaanlanialaidn
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Documents usually needed to procure the Thai death certificate from the Local Registration Office include: the police
log/report, which you will have procured from the police station; documentation specifying the cause of death, which you
will have received from the institution holding the body; and the authorization letter, which you will have received from thel
U.S. Embassy. Please note that Thai temples require the local Thai death certificate in order to cremate a body. Lanasi
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5. ACS will prepare a Report of Death of an American Citizen Abroad, which is based, in part, on the Thai death
certificate. To expedite processing of the Report of Death of an American Citizen Abroad, please fax us—as soon as
possible—copies of: the Thai death certificate; the English translation of the Thai death certificate; the deceased’s
passport; the marriage certificate (if applicable); and the decedent’s last will (if applicable). Our fax number is 02-205-
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6. Contact ACS to arrange for pick-up of the Report of Death of an American Citizen Abroad. When you come to the
Embassy for pick-up, you will need to present the following original documents: the Thai death certificate; the English
translation of the Thai death certificate; the deceased’s passport; marriage certificate (if applicable); and the decedent’s
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